
Catholic Parishes of Western Holt & Boyd Counties 
Assumption BVM, Lynch | St. Boniface, Stuart | St. Joseph, Amelia |  St. Joseph, Atkinson 

St. Mary, Spencer | St. Patrick, O’Neill |  Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte  
January-February 2022 Newsletter 

Thursday         

7:00 am   St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

5:30 pm   St. Boniface, Stuart 
 

Friday            

7:00 am  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

8:15 am  St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

2:00 pm  Parkside Manor, Stuart 

3:15 pm  Butte Nursing Home 

6:00 pm  Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte 

Confessions are held 30 minutes before weekend masses at all parishes except St. Joseph Amelia & St. Patrick O’Neill. 

At St. Patrick O’Neill, confession is 4 to 4:45 pm on Saturdays.  

Tuesday   

10:00 am  Good Sam, Atkinson 

5:15 pm  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

5:30 pm  St. Boniface, Stuart 

 

Wednesday 

8:10 am  St. Mary’s School Mass*  

8:15 am  St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

5:15 pm  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

Saturday  

5:00 pm   St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

6:00 pm   St. Boniface, Stuart 

6:00 pm    Assumption BVM, Lynch 
 

Sunday 

8:30 am    St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

8:30 am     Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte 

9:00 am    St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

10:30 am  St. Boniface, Stuart 

10:30 am  St. Mary’s, Spencer 

11:15 am  St. Joseph, Amelia 

Thursday         

7:00 am   St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

5:30 pm   St. Boniface, Stuart 
 

Friday            

7:00 am  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

8:15 am  St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

2:00 pm  Parkside Manor, Stuart 

3:15 pm  Butte Nursing Home 

6:00 pm  Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte 

* Mass time subject to change 

Tuesday   

10:00 am  Good Sam, Atkinson 

5:15 pm  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

5:30 pm  St. Boniface, Stuart 

 

Wednesday 

8:10 am  St. Mary’s School Mass*  

8:15 am  St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

5:15 pm  St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

Saturday  

5:00 pm   St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

6:00 pm   St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

6:00 pm    Assumption BVM, Lynch 
 

Sunday 

8:30 am    St. Boniface, Stuart 

8:30 am     Ss. Peter & Paul, Butte 

9:00 am    St. Patrick’s, O’Neill 

10:30 am  St. Joseph’s, Atkinson 

10:30 am  St. Mary’s, Spencer 

11:15 am  St. Joseph, Amelia 

Thank you to all who have made their financial commitment to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal so far.  Here is 

where each of our parishes is sitting in terms of their goal, as of Sunday December 30th.  

Sacred Heart Parish of Boyd County has committed $12,795 to its financial goal of $12,527, exceeding the 

goal by $268.  
 

St. Joseph – Amelia has committed $4630 to its financial goal of $3,219, exceeding the goal by $1411. 
 

St. Joseph – Atkinson has committed $13,243 to its financial goal of $10,353, exceeding its goal by $2890. 
 

St. Patrick - O’Neill has committed $41,242 (94.8%) of its financial goal of $43,459, leaving a balance of $2217 

to go. 
 

St. Boniface – Stuart has committed $8355 of its financial goal of $7,890, exceeding the goal by $465.  
 

 

Thank you to all of you who have made your financial commitment to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal so far. If you 

have not done so yet, please take a moment to do so.  So much of what the archdiocese provides is made possible 

by your support & influence in your parish. As we work together as an archdiocese, we can bring about more 

opportunities to grow & form disciples of Christ.  

 



Newsletter  
If you have information that you would like in this 

newsletter, please send the information to St. Patrick’s 

parish office at jmwallwey@archomaha.org.  The next 

newsletter will be for  March & April 2022.  All information 

for this newsletter must be received at the parish office by 

4 pm on February 15th.   
 

Would you (or your business) be willing to sponsor the 

cost of a monthly newsletter? You could sponsor this from 

your business, or in honor of a loved one, or even in 

memory of loved ones. It costs us approximately $250 to 

send out this monthly newsletter. Please contact Jennifer at 

jmwallwey@archomaha.org or call 402-336-1602.  

holtboydcatholic.org 

Father Starman, Pastor 

 bgstarman@archomaha.org 

Father Burkhalter, Senior Associate Pastor 

 rcburkhalter@archomaha.org 

Father Sund, Associate Pastor 

 jrsund@archomaha.org 

Dcn MJ Kersenbrock, Director of Operations 

 mjkersenbrock@gmail.com 

In case of emergencies outside of office hours, you can 

call the priest’s emergency phone: 402-340-0277 

 

St. Patrick - O’Neill, St. Joseph - Amelia 

301 E Adams, O’Neill, NE 68763 

Phone:  402-336-1602     Fax:  402-336-1533 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday, 8 am to 4 pm 

  Business Manager    

  Cheleigh Sholes           crsholes@archomaha.org 

  Communications Coordinator    

  Rebecca Hyatt   rhyatt@holtboydcatholic.org 

  Director of Stewardship & Development 

  Jennifer Wallwey           jmwallwey@archomaha.org 

  Evangelization & Catechesis Coordinator 

  Sydney Acklie             smacklie@archomaha.org 

                   ——————————— 

Sacred Heart of Boyd County 

PO Box 8, Butte, NE 68722 

Phone:   402-775-0067 

Office Hours: Monday - Thursday; 8-4:30 

Secretary 

Marge   402-775-0067 

                   ——————————— 

St. Joseph - Atkinson 

PO Box 220, Atkinson, NE 68713 

Phone:  402-925-2122        Fax:  402-925-2104 

Office Hours: Wednesday - Friday; 8-4 

Secretary 

Gayle Jungman       stjoechurchatkinson@gmail.com 

                    ——————————— 

St. Boniface - Stuart  
106 E 4th St., PO Box 190      Stuart, NE  68780 

Phone:  402-924-3262 

Office Hours: Tuesday - Thursday; 8-5 

Secretary 

Deb Kramer             stbonifacestuart@gmail.com   

Director of Ministries   

Jan Kunz jankunz9@gmail.com, 402-340-2303 



Printed booklets of the 9 Days Novena are available at 

the Parish Office. Please stop by or call if you would like a 

printed copy 

 Giving As God Gives 
Shared from 4lpi.com/blog/giving-as-god-does/ 

 

Ask yourself this question — what would you pray for 

if you really believed God could and would do anything 

for you? In my experience, we all have something. We 

all have that miracle we’re afraid to request, afraid we 

will be disappointed. 
 

Do we doubt God’s readiness to give because we 

ourselves have such an imperfect understanding of 

charity and love? Maybe if we had better faith in God, 

we would be more ready to give of ourselves — and 

maybe if we were more ready to give of ourselves, we 

would understand more clearly the ways of God. 
 

Because we’re not really afraid that God can’t do 

something. We know He can do anything. What we’re 

afraid of is that He will do what He always does: give 

us what we need, not what we want. 
 

Have you ever had a friend in need and you just 

wanted to give them something — a meal, a phone 

call, a text? Not because you knew it would help, but 

simply because you wanted to reach out. And have 

they ever said to you: It wasn’t so much what you 

gave, but the fact that you did. You gave them what 

they needed even if it wasn’t what they specifically 

asked for. 
 

When we give in this manner, we are giving as God 

does. Sometimes we are afraid to ask because we 

don’t want to be disappointed. But remember, the 

blind man on the road got what he asked for, but he 

would have gotten what he needed even if his answer 

had been the opposite. God’s generosity is always 

reckless, and it’s always perfect. 

      Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
 

Special Collections 
January 8 & 9:  Seminary Collection 

Gifts to the seminary fund enable the archdiocese to cover 

educational costs and pay stipends for living expenses for its 

seminary students in major & minor seminaries. A year’s 

seminary education averages nearly $40,000, and we currently 

have 19 seminarians in the archdiocese. 
 

February 6 & 7:  Home & Foreign Missions (4 in 1) 

This collection supports 4 particular missional causes: aid to the 

church in Latin America, support the church in the Holy Land, 

providing funds for academic scholarships to attend the 

Catholic University of America (the only US university with 

pontifical faculties), and support for the 4 in 10 US dioceses 

considered mission territories.  



 St. Joseph, Atkinson 

Parish Auction Results 
Our final Parish Auction total is $91,266. Thank you 

for your incredible generosity!  

 

The St. Joseph School students, grades K-5, concluded the first semester with reindeer games 

celebrating their reading achievements. Caroling, movies, and cookie deliveries were part of 

our final week of school before Christmas break. 
 

Our Christmas program performance was on December 17th. Preschool-8th grade students 

performed a mix of poems, songs, a “Mary Did You Know” sheet show and the play “Sherlock 

Holmes… Looking for Christmas.” Mrs. Vrooman, the music teacher, was acknowledged for 

her 20th year of directing our Christmas programs. What a great performance it was!  
 

In January, the school students will celebrate Catholic Schools Week from Jan. 30- Feb. 5. 

The school students are excited to partner up with St. Mary’s students for some fun 

activities. The Home & School Association will host the Parish Carnival on January 28th, 

everyone is welcome to attend. Supper will be served from 5:30-7:30 with proceeds 

supporting the Altar Society. Carnival games will begin at 6:30 for kids of all ages.  
 

We are looking forward to the Spring semester. We feel very blessed to have such a great group of students.  

Religious Education 
Religious Education classes for grades K-6 will 

resume on Wednesday, January 5th, 6 pm, at the 

Chambers Community Center. They will also meet 

on Wednesday February 2nd at the Chambers 

Community Center at 6 pm.  

 St. Joseph, Amelia 

    In Loving Memory 
       Ethel Bogue 

June 24, 1925—December 6, 2021 

Recently Baptized 
Carson Kirk Sholes 

Son of  Michael & Samantha Sholes  

December 19, 2021 

Don’t Forget:  

The first weekend of February, Mass times change. 

Stuart, St. Boniface will have masses on Saturday at 6 pm & Sunday at 10:30 am.  

Atkinson, St. Joseph's will have mass on Sunday at 8:30 am.  

Congratulations to the Chambers One Act placing 

1st at their divisional competition and placing 3rd at 

state.  

Friday, January 28th, 5:30 pm—7:30 pm  

If you would like to donate to help offset the cost of 

raffle prizes, please contact Lindsey Nemetz at  

402-925-2457 or Kylie Troidl at 402-340-1576. 



Sacred Heart Parish of Boyd County 

Knights of Columbus 

The KCs will have their monthly meeting on 

January 3rd at 7:30 pm. This month’s 4th 

degree meeting will be on Monday, January 10th 

at 7:30 pm at the O’Neill KC Hall.   

The Knights of Columbus Free Throw Contest will be held 

on Sunday January 9, 2022.  Doors open at 12:30 pm and 

shooting contest will begin at 1 pm.  

In Loving Memory 
Alisha Carr 

(daughter of John & Rosie Hladky) 

April 28, 1981—December 12, 

 St Boniface, Stuart 

Tables For Sale 
The brown tables from the church basement are 

for sale for $20 each.  If you are interested in 

purchasing one or more, call Jan Kunz at 402-340

-2303. 

St Mary’s Annual CYO  

Spaghetti Supper 

February 27, 2022 

Serving from 5-7:00 pm 

Free Will Offering 

Recently Baptized     

 Hensley Mae Finnegan                                                      

Daughter of Jared & Alyse Finnegan  

Boyd County Knights of Columbus will 

hold their annual free throw contest for 

girls and boys ages 9-14 on January 8th 

at the Boyd County High School gym in 

Spencer.  Doors will open at 9:30 a.m. 

with the contest starting at 10:00 a.m. 

Ss Peter & Paul CCD & CYO 

youth are hosting their annual 

“Souper Sunday” meal following 

8:30 am Mass on February 13th. 

Everyone is welcome! 

Sacred Heart Parish will be offering the “Lectio: Prayer Finding Intimacy with God” study series. L 

Lectio Divina is an invitation to an encounter with God. Combining the insights of Tim Gray with the masterful 

artistry of the Augustine Institute, this Lectio series uses the Catholic Church’s rich tradition of lectio divina to 

help you better understand the mystery of prayer. 
 

With the clear teaching and artistry of the Augustine Institute's Lectio series, Dr. Tim Gray masterfully uses the 

discipline of Lectio Divina to show you how to make prayer an effective effort of love and intimacy.  In six video 

sessions, Lectio: Prayer: Finding Intimacy with God captures the secret to opening our hearts and minds to 

Scripture as the means to hear from God and then respond in conversation, basking in his presence and resolving 

to live in and through his love.  Six weekly sessions start on January 12, 2022 at Ss Peter & Paul Church hall.  

Everyone is invited to join.  For more information call Char at 336-7826. 

Christian Mothers 
 

Christian Mothers will have their next meeting 

on February 14th at 5 pm in the church 



 St. Patrick, O’Neill 

This is our 2nd year partnering with Nebraska DHHS to provide Christmas gifts 

for area foster children & some children otherwise “in the system.” This year you 

all helped to provide gifts for 57 children in our immediate area, and your gener-

osity was amazing.  THANK YOU! 
 

I appreciate everything that you all do so much. Working with foster youth and children whose families are struggling is 

sometimes a tough spot to be in, and I look forward to Christmas every year because of the kindness that you show my 

families. I truly love being able to provide these families with a gift, and it makes such a positive impact on them. Words 

cannot express how grateful we are for all of you. You are really our angels.  I would also like to share one story from 

my interactions with the children this year. 
 

I have a teenage boy who is on the Angel Tree for the second time. As we 

were completing his “wish list”, he asked who purchases the gifts and how do 

they know what to do. I told him how we coordinate with your church, the 

tags and spreadsheets, and all of the work that goes in to getting gifts for eve-

ryone. He asked where he can find an Angel Tree when he’s older because he 

wants to make sure to give back, and it made me a little teary-eyed. I can’t 

stress enough that you all make such an impact on these children. It’s not just 

the gifts; it’s the act of kindness and love that touches our hearts and we are 

so very, very thankful for you.  
 

God Bless, 
 

Danielle Roessler, Child/Family Services Specialist  

Nebraska Dept. of Health & Human Services  

Religious Education classes for grades 

K-6 will resume on January 12th at 

6:30 pm in the St. Mary’s Grade 

School.  FIAT Youth Group will also be resuming on 

Wednesday, January 12th at 7pm in St. Mary’s High 

School Commons.  

Since 1974, National Catholic Schools Week is the annual celebration of Catholic education in the 

United States. It starts the last Sunday in January and runs all week, which in 2022 is January 30 – 

February 5. The theme for National Catholic Schools Week 2022 is “Catholic Schools: Faith. 

Excellence. Service.” Schools typically observe the annual celebration week with Masses, open 

houses and other activities for students, families, parishioners and community members. Through 

these events, schools focus on the value Catholic education provides to young people and its 

contributions to our church, our communities and our nation. 

 

The St. Mary’s Catholic Identity committee has been busy planning for this year’s celebration. As part of CSW, we are 

blessed to have Danny Leger, former St. Mary’s Theology teacher/Youth Coordinator come for a mini-retreat for our 

students.  In return for his time, we are offering all of our school Mass collections for the mission he helped found: Hope 

of the Poor. This mission works with the poor in Mexico. Their mission field is drug-addicted street kids, homeless 

families, and people who live at the city dump. They feed the poor, rent homes to take families off the street, work with 

employers to find jobs, and bring hope to the rejected, the lonely, and the unloved.  If you would like to contribute to 

“Hope of the Poor”, please bring your donation to the parish office & we will see that it gets to their mission.  

Giving Statements for 2021 
Your year-end giving statements should be mailed out to 

you by the end of January.  As always, if you have a 

discrepancy or concern, please do not hesitate to call the 

office at 402-336-1602 and speak with Cheleigh.  Thank 

you for all you do! 

Recently Baptized 
Henry Robert Simons 

Son of Bobby & Kady (Shane) Simons 

In Loving Memory 
Virginia Lee (Meisinger) Gokie 

June 30, 1943-December 14, 2021 
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